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April showers bring

May flowers!

It also allowed us to

supply a few grants to

our Heatherwood staff.
$3,638 was awarded to support the
purchase of five sets of the
National Geographic Culture
Series, 36 paperback copies of The
Outsiders, Super Science Monthly
magazines and 8" grade transition
conferences. As always it is a
pleasure to enrich our
Heatherwood community and
thanks to you for your support of
our fall fundraiser — you help make
it happen!

| am pleased to announce that we
have elected a fantastic 2009-2010
PTA Executive Committee!
Congratulations to Co-
President's Becky Hitchcock

and Tay Sadjadpour ; Co-VP
Membership: Dori Henry and Lori
Taylor ; Co-VP Ways & Means -
Fun Run: Staci Litchfield

and Stephanie Sharp ;

Treasurer: Darci Long ; Secretary:
Shelley Wingert . Thank you and
Good Luck!

But, we still have positions
available for VP, Ways & Means,
Magazine Drive and we are
currently accepting
recommendations. Our PTA relies
on income to support our programs
and we need your help with the
magazine drive. | am hopeful that
person is you! This gives you an
opportunity to work with a terrific
group doing good service for our
school! | jumped into the
Heatherwood PTA not knowing

anyone on the board. | challenge
you to take a chance. Help us
keep our PTA running smoothly.

Everett Council PTSA invites you
to join them Tuesday, April 21st

at 11:30 am for a PTA meeting
held at Alfy’s in Silver Lake. The
guest speaker will be Terry
Edwards from the Everett Public
Schools and he will be speaking
about what the district is doing to
support graduates. They will
provide pizza and drinks so please
come enjoy lunch!

The month of May kicks off with
National Teacher Appreciation
Week. Our amazing staff
appreciation team and their
volunteers have been hosting
special events each month this
year, because we want to make
sure our staff feels appreciated
ALL year. You can add a special
touch to this national event. One of
the greatest gifts you can give
your teacher is a note, letter or
card. | encourage each of you to
sit down with your student and
express your “thanks” to one or all
of the staff at Heatherwood. A little
expression of gratitude can go a
long way.

Please join us May 11th at 7pm for
a PTA General Membership
meeting. We will vote on next
year’s budget and | remain hopeful
we will also elect a VP Ways and
Means Magazine Drive.

Happy Spring,
Christa Pederson
christapederson@comcast.net
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Thank you to all who participated in the April 7" high school transition conferences, which were
deemed a great success by all. Staff members from Jackson High School were incredibly im-
pressed by the maturity and preparedness by our students and are excited to welcome them.

ASB elections were held April 10" with eleven students running for five positions. The 2009-2010
ASB Officers are:

President: Justin Cho

8" Grade VP: Cassia Ward
7" Grade VP: Aaron Roe
Secretary: Evan Smith
Treasurer: Samuel Main

speeches was exceptional. Thank you to all 6™ and 7" graders for outstanding behavior at the
election assemblies and participation in the voting.

Please mark your calendars for the following school activities:

Heatherwood's only home track meet is Wednesday, April 29", beginning at 3:45 pm.
All 8" and 9™ grade students in the district will have the opportunity to hear Consuelo Kickbusch
speak on April 29, 10:45 am — 12:45 pm at the Civic Auditorium. Ms. Kickbusch is a motiva-

tional speaker with an extensive history of working with youth.

Student-led conferences will be held the week of May 26™.

Principal, Heatherwood Middle School
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Congratulations to the eleven students that ran for office. Student work on campaign posters and %
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SAVE THE DATE

Reminder to all 8th grade parents ....

The 8" Grade Ceremony is scheduled for June 18" at 6:30 pm. So mark your calendars for this
very important event. Watch for more details about this special event in the coming weeks.

The 8" Grade Celebration will be held on the evening of Friday, June 12. This is a fun event for
8" graders to celebrate the end of their time at Heatherwood. More information to come in May.



DON'T MISS THE HEATHERWOOD SPRING BOOK FAIR

The Heatherwood Spring Book Fair will be open during spring conferences,
beginning Friday, May 22nd thru Friday, May 29th. Pick up a new book or
two for the lazy days of summer!

HEATHERWOOD PTA PROGRAMS

The PTA Programs Committee has been happy to organize three amazing events
for our students in the recent month.

On March 23, W.E. C.A.R.E. Sports worked with the 6™ and 7™ grade Lifetime Fit-
ness classes to teach a program called “Teams Work”. The program’s focus was to
develop teamsmanship & sportsmanship in a supportive atmosphere while the stu-
dents played a number of cooperative games.

On April 7, the 7" Grade Science students attended a presentation from Choice & Consequence’s Organ
Lady, Kathy Ketchum. This direct and moving program educated the students about the dangers of risky
behavior with drugs, alcohol, guns and drunk driving. Kathy brought preserved human organs to show
the harmful physical effects of poor choices and shared stories from her personal life and experience as
an emergency room nurse. Heatherwood was fortunate to receive a 1,200 grant this year to bring her
valuable program to our school.

Science On Wheels from the Pacific Science Center visited our 8" graders on April 8 with their “Physics
on Wheels” van. The students attended a hands-on exhibit area in the Library with several stations to
explore during their Lifetime Fitness period. During their Science period, a Pacific Science Center in-
structor taught a 45 minute class on magnetism and electricity or lenses and light refraction.

We are looking forward to May 11 when local author and entertainer, Kevin Emerson will present assem-
blies for each grade level. Well known for his Oliver Nocturne (teenage vampire) series, Mr. Emerson
will speak and inspire the students about creative writing. Thank you to Ms. Allnoch for organizing his
visit.

The Heatherwood PTA pays for the above visits with fundraising proceeds from our fall magazine drive
sales. Thank you to everyone who participated this year -- you helped support these valuable programs
to enrich our students.

Lisa Steckler
PTA Programs Committee

BEAUTY IS.....

It's not too early to think about an entry for next year’'s PTA Reflections competition. Spend the next few
months putting together your entry for Visual Arts, Literature, Music Composition, Film/Video, and Choreo-
graphy/Dance. You can check the PTA website for general participation rules for each category. Entry forms
and collections will be available in the fall. The theme, “BEAUTY IS....” should provide you with lots of crea-
tive opportunity!

Would you like to be the PTA Reflections Chair next year? Please contact
christapederson@comcast.net for details. Thank-you for supporting the Arts!




THANK YOU!

We appreciate you, Lisa Steckler ! Thank-you for scheduling exciting PTA student pro-
grams which come directly to our school and engage each grade level of HMS stu-
dents. Your work in organizing and collaborating with the Heatherwood staff is very much appreciated!

Thank-you Tay Sadjadpour , Becky Hitchcock and Christa Pederson  for your leadership in the re-
spected position of filling the nominations for next year's Executive Committee.

And of course, to all the volunteers who roam the halls of Heatherwood and help out behind the
scenes. Thank-you for the time and support you provide our Heatherwood community!

STAFF APPRECIATION WEEK MAY 3 -9

A few good words can go a very long way! Make sure to join us in recognizing the inspir-

ing work our teachers do every day. Parents, please take time to thank your student's <> M/
teachers and our Heatherwood staff. A simple note of thanks can be the kindest thing p '
you give someone.

MAY PTA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Please join us -- everyone is welcome!

Heatherwood Middle School PTA 7.3.71
PTA General Meeting Agenda
May 11, 2009—7:00 pm

Call to Order

Approval of Minutes

Treasurer Report

President Report

Principal’s and Assistant Principal’s Report
New Business

a. Budget Committee Presentation
7. Committee Reports

8. Announcements

Adjourn

Next meeting; June 8, 2009
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MEDIA & TECHNOLOGY USE SERIES

National PTA offers a six-part series on media and technology use, check out the following links of interest:
http://www.pta.org/Documents/Cellphone Tipsheet.pdf

http://lwww.pta.org/Documents/Music_Tipsheet.pdf
http://lwww.pta.org/Documents/TV_Tipsheet.pdf
http://www.pta.org/Documents/Movies Tipsheet.pdf
http://www.pta.org/Documents/Internet Tipsheet.pdf
http://www.pta.org/Documents/Video _Games_Tipsheet.pdf




CONGRATULATIONS!
JACKSON HS ROBOTICS TEAM HEADS TO THE WORLD ROBOTIC S COMPETITION

Jackson High School's 15-member Robotics team, "Team 2910", competed in the FIRST Ro-
botics regional competition on March 28 and qualified to participate in the world championship
in Atlanta, Georgia, April 16-18. Jackson's team competed in the Regionals against 64 other
teams from Washington, Oregon, California, Idaho, New Hampshire, Florida, Canada, and one
team from Istanbul, Turkey. The Jackson team secured an invitation to the World FIRST Championship
by winning the Rookie All-Star Award, the top honor a rookie team can earn.

The cost of sending Team 2910 to Atlanta is $26,000. The team has a very short fundraising win-

dow. Please send donations before April 13 to help students travel to compete in Georgia. Make donations
payable to: H.M. Jackson High School, Attn. JHS First Robotics "Team 2910”, 1508 - 136th St. SE, Mill
Creek, WA 98012.

SCIENCE RESOURCE CENTER

Do you wonder where the milkweed bugs are kept while they aren't in use with the 7" grade science classes?
Are you looking for a fun and easy way to volunteer?

Consider the EPS Science Resource Center located at Hawthorne Elementary. Volunteer help is needed to
get the Science Kits restocked and rotated among our Everett Schools. The work is relaxing and can provide
the perfect environment for catching up with a friend. Donations of empty 2-liter soda bottles and paper towel
tubes are also needed. Contact secretary Shirley Maynard at 425-385-4676 to schedule a time to help.

EVERETT SCHOOL DISTRICT
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Meet the New Superintendent, Dr. Cohn, Monday, Apri |27

Everett Public School Board of Directors invites you to an informal "meet and greet" gathering to welcome
Dr. Gary Cohn to the district as superintendent. Dr. Cohn will officially begin work on July 1, but he has been
visiting schools, meeting staff, and becoming familiar with the community since he was selected for the
position last month.

Where: Everett Public Schools' Educational Services Center, 4730 Colby Ave., Everett
When: 4:30 pm - 6:00 pm

"We know many people would like a chance to welcome, Dr. Cohn," said School Board President Sue
Cooper. This is just the first of what will be other opportunities to meet him as he takes on the leadership role
for this district.”

When Will School Start in September 2009?

Traditionally, school starts in this district on the

Wednesday following Labor Day. However, the calendar for school year 2009-2010 has not
been established yet, because the school year calendar is an item included in the negotiated
contract with the teachers' association. The current negotiated contract ends in the summer
of 2009; negotiations for the next contract, including the calendar, begin in the spring of 2009.

Once a contract is agreed upon, the district will notify parents and staff in every way possible—through
Connect-ED phone calls, the Web, e-mail, and media.
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The 1st Annual Penny Creek Elementary Craft and Vendor Fair will be '-

held on Friday, May 1, 3:00 pm - 8:00 pm at the Penny Creek Cafeteria. qd,""l,!’

Come join Penny Creek Elementary PTA for this new and exciting event

featuring jewelry, houseware items, decorations, clothing, homemade craft items, specialty food, and much
more! There will be a HUGE raffle drawing for great items donated by the Craft and Vendor Fair partici-
pants.

Do you have a home based business or create beautiful handmade items or crafts? If so, Penny Creek PTA
invites you to participate in the Craft and Vendor Fair. Space is still available. For additional information,
please contact Vicki Fraser at ladybug1104@yahoo.com or Kelley Phan at kbphan4@yahoo.com or go to
www.pennycreekpta.org.

Fall Fight the Flu Campaign — Possible Employment O  pportunity

Flu Busters, the provider that worked with National PTA in last fall's Let's Fight Flu To-

‘f%% gether! Initiative, is preparing for another campaign this fall and will be employing Field Ad-
S 9 r vocates that will work with local PTAs to set up their flu vaccination clinics and will also help
oy promote the clinics in the community. They are looking to hire now and hope to start sign-

ing up schools before the end of the school year. For more information please contact Flu
Busters directly at pta@flubusters.net. If you have questions regarding Let's Fight Flu To-
gether!, please contact Annie Krysl from the National PTA staff at akrysl@pta.org.

Global Youth Service Day April 24 - April 26

Global Youth Service Day (GYSD) is an annual global event that highlights and celebrates the contributions
of youth to their communities through volunteer service. GYSD is celebrated in more than 100 countries in
every region of the world. Each April, millions of young people participate in and lead service projects, work-
ing with their families, schools, community organizations, faith-based communities, and businesses, to im-
prove their communities by addressing critical issues such as global climate change, education and illiteracy,
poverty, health, hunger, and homelessness. Go to www.gysd.org/ to see all of the events and ideas how
youth can get involved in our community!

EARTH DAY 2009 April 22 @)}
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Earth Day 2009 will mark the beginning of the Green Generation Campaign™! This two- N

year initiative will culminate with the 40th anniversary of Earth Day in 2010.

Learn what simple actions can be taken individually and as a group. For simple tips to fight climate change at
home, at school, at work, and with your student, go to http://ww2.earthday.net/greenyourschool4.pdf
for simple tips to fight climate change at home, at school, at work, and with your student!.

Assistance League of Everett Offers Volunteer Oppor  tunities for Middle and High School Students

Teenagers in middle and high school are invited to join Assisteens® Auxiliary. The purpose of this auxiliary
is to carry on a program of philanthropic work in the community and to follow the concept of “all for service
and service for all.” The group funds and facilitates the Tees For Teens program. Membership in Assisteens
Auxiliary provides teens with an opportunity to learn about volunteerism, support the philanthropic programs
of the chapter, and have fun doing it with peers. The Annual Auction in September is months away but you
can help The Assistance League of Everett during the spring and summer months as they procure auction
items for the "Celebrating a Child’s Dream" Dinner and Auction at the Comcast Arena in Everett on Saturday,
September 26. Proceeds benefit Operation School Bell. http://www.assistanceleagueofeverett.org



IN TOUCH E-MAIL NOTIFICATION SYSTEM

@

- s subscribe to a variety of notices.

*

Subscribe to InTouch at www.everett.k12.wa.us (click on the InTouch logo in the lower left corner).

» Parents and staff may find it helpful to sign up for the district’'s InTouch e-mail notification system.
= The InTouch system is one of the ways to learn about the 2009-2010 school year calendar, budget
updates, and other education news. InTouch enables you to set up an account that allows you to
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May 1

Early Release

May 5
Heatherwood Open
House for incoming
6th graders
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